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A brief reflec-
tion on love. 

Friends, more 
than anything, 
God calls us to 
a life of 

love.  The World calls us to a life of love 
too, but the difference is that the World 
is calling us to love only ourselves. Pur-
sue what pleases you.  Give your time 
and money and energy and thought to  

 
 
 
the things that bring you pleasure, pres-
tige and power.  Sure, love others, but  
only as long as it is convenient and only 
as long as it will serve your own pur-
poses.  God’s call to love is sacrificial 
and inconvenient.  
 

 “ Love must be sincere.  Hate what is 
evil; cling to what is good.  Be devoted 
to one another in brotherly love.  Honor 
one another above yourselves. Never 
be lacking in zeal, but keep your spir-
itual fervor, serving the Lord.  Be joyful 
in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in 
prayer. Share with God’s people who 
are in need. Practice hospitality.”  Ro-
mans 12:9-13 NIV  
 

If reading these words make you feel 
guilty, or like you need to try harder to 
love, then I encourage you just to rest in 
the love of the Lord.  Just spend some 
time being with God and allow Him to 
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make Himself and His love known to 
you.  That is when transformation hap-
pens.  That is when servanthood and joy 
and patience and every other good 
thing, including true, sincere love flow 
from us.   

 
School supply donations will be re-
ceived through Aug. 16th.  You can 
place your contributions in the school-
house in the parlor.  For an exhaustive 
list of supply needs, check out the listing 
attached to the schoolhouse. 
 

Elmer’s glue sticks, 24 count Crayola 
Crayons, Crayola markers, child safety 
scissors, backpacks, Ziplock bags, facial 
tissues, Black Expo dry-erase markers, 
erasers, pocket folders, pre-sharpened 
pencils, 1-inch binders, pencil boxes, 1-
subject spiral notebooks, pens, socks, 
tennis shoes, leggings and underwear in 
a variety of children’s sizes. 
 
Women’s Retreat 
Sept. 11-12 2pm-2pm at Dayton Oaks 
Camp 

Women of FBC, join us for 24 hours (or 
as many as you can make it) of worship, 
study and connection in the beauty of 
nature. 
Please contact the church office if you 
plan to attend.   The cost is $75.  Schol-
arships are available.  Don’t let limited 
funds deter you from participating in this 
wonderful experience. 
Please register and bring payment to 
the church office by Sept. 6th.  Checks 
can be made to First Baptist Church 
with “women’s retreat” in the memo-line. 
 

Things to bring:  bedding, towel, per-
sonal care items, pajamas, bug spray, 
flashlight, Bible, a jacket, walking shoes, 
slippers if you like. Questions:  Contact 
Betty Babberl 
 

Sept. 19th Pufferbilly Days Parade 
“Through the Decades”  We plan to en-
ter a float in the parade. We will be col-
lecting candy to toss out during the pa-
rade.  
We will also need to borrow a trailer that 
we can decorate, someone with a truck 
to pull the trailer, volunteers to help con-
struct and decorate the trailer and fi-
nally, volunteers to ride the float, or walk 
alongside and toss out candy.  Contact 
Mindy Schminke to volunteer. 
 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  4 Levi & Jessica Baber 
  8   James & Dawn Koltes 
10 Connie & Darrell Illes 
 Tim & Lori Mitchell 
16 Gary & Tracy Illes 
19 Ken & Melissa Hilsabeck 
21 Dave & Cyndi Roberts 
22 Sheila & John Campbell 
 William & Susan Sharp 
 Darrell & Lois Rodwell 
 Brian & Janell Bloem 
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  7   Ann Rose Hartman 
  8 Randal Lees   
10 Max Malloy 
 Cyndi Roberts 
16 Patti Miller 
 Janell Bloem 
 Dan Malloy 
 Brian Bloem 
17 Kathie Hakanson 
19 Wesley Baber 
21 Norah Baber 
22  Isaac Peebler 
25 Gary Sinn 

 Will A   Dodd 
27 Donna Rodgers 
 Oakley Mitchell 
28 Ethan Vale 
 Andrew Bouk 
30 Jim Malloy 

Patricia Bambridge 
 Bruce Reichenberger 
 Nolan David Pritchard 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It Is No Secret: A Song Born 
of Transformation 

Billy Graham’s public ministry gained national 
attention at the Rose Bowl in 1949, where a re-
markable response marked the beginning of a 
historic movement. He returned to the same 
venue in November 2004, 55 years later, to 
commemorate that milestone. 

Before the 1949 event, Billy appeared as a 
guest on a radio show hosted by songwriter 
and performer Stuart Hamblen. During the 
broadcast, Hamblen encouraged listeners to 
attend the meetings at the Rose Bowl. Before 
leaving, Billy invited Hamblen to attend as well. 
Though not a Christian at the time, Hamblen 
agreed. (His wife, however, was a believer.) 

That evening, Hamblen did not go forward with 
others to profess faith in Christ, but he left 
deeply unsettled. Later that night, he went to 
Graham’s hotel, where he shared his restless 
spirit. Through Billy’s witness and prayer, Ham-
blen gave his life to the Lord. 

Soon after, actor John Wayne asked him, “Stu-
art, what’s this about you hitting the sawdust 
trail?” 

Hamblen replied, “That's no secret, John, what 
God has done for me. He can do it for you or 
anyone else.” 

Wayne responded, “That sounds like a song. 
Why don’t you write one?” 

And so, “It Is No Secret (What God Can Do)” 
was born. 

Hamblen later wrote many Gospel songs, once 
saying, “I try to write music with a spiritual uplift 
instead of a moral downbeat.” 

(From: The Newsletter, Newsletter, August 2026) 
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Special Dates for August  

• Purple Heart Day, August 7, 2026 

 

Membership Deaths 

Member’s Death: Tom Kendall: Tom 
Kendall passed away at 
Westhaven Community in 
Boone, Iowa, on  July 6, 
2026.  The funeral was 
held Saturday, July 11, 
2026, at First Baptist 
Church of Boone, Iowa 

with Pastor Janell Bloem officiating. Vis-
itation was held at First Baptist Church 
from 10:00 a.m. to the time of the fu-
neral at 11:00 a.m. A luncheon was 
served at First Baptist Church after the 
funeral. Burial was in  Hillside Cemetery 
outside Sheffield, Iowa. Schroeder-
Stark-Welin Funeral Home oversaw the 
arrangements. Please pray for the fam-
ily and friends at this time of loss.  
Thank you. 

(The photograph of Tom Kendall is from the obituary from 
Schroeder-Stark-Welin Funeral home, Boone, Iowa.) 

Member’s Death: Debbie Ray passed 
away on Tuesday, July 
7, 2026, while in hos-
pice care at Boone 
County Hospital and 
she was been cre-
mated. Funeral infor-
mation for Debbie is as 
follows:  On Thursday, 
July 16, 2026 a service 

was held at First Baptist Church of 
Boone with Pastor Janell Bloem officiat-
ing. A time of visitation was held from 

9:30 a.m. until the time of the funeral 
service that began at 10:30 a.m. A lunch 
was held at the church immediately after 
the service. Burial was in Bass Point 
Cemetery, 767 Monarch Dr., Boone. 
Please remember Debbie’s family in 
your prayers at this time of grief. 

(The picture of Debbie Ray was donated by her 
family.) 

 
Office Volunteers Needed 

 
Help is needed in the office for coverage 
during several weeks in August. Vivian 
is taking two weeks for vacation, August 
10 through 13 and August 17 through 20 
and will be gone due to surgery for at 
least those two weeks. She might need 
to be gone longer depending on how 
healing from the surgery occurs. Regu-
lar office coverage is Monday through 
Thursday starting at 9:00 a.m. each day. 
The office is open for a total of 18 hours 
a week so we would ask for coverage 4 
½ hours a day in any combination, all 
day or just a few hours at a time. 
  
The week of August 10-13 is covered al-
ready by Deb Nelson and Connie Iles. 
Thank you.  Help is still needed for the 
week of August 17-20. 
 
We will let you know if Vivian needs to 
be out of the office longer later. 
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Ice Cream Social Report  
July 15, 2026 

 
I would like to thank everyone who 
helped and donated to this event; you 
are all very much appreciated. We had 
an excellent pie cutting team; they cut 
and packaged the pies Wednesday, July 
15. We loaded the pies and went to the 
park around 5:30 p.m. to set up. The 
day was a very hot 86 degrees F.; we 
served the last concert of the season. 
 
We asked for 17 pies and ended up with 
26 pies!! We served all fruit pies; cream 
pies are still not recommended. 
 
We used about 2 cases of water. We 
recommend using 24 count cases of wa-
ter because the 40 count cases are hard 
to lift and handle. We made 10 cups of 
coffee, and I recommend we do that 
next year. 
 
We used 3 gallons (big tubs) of vanilla 
ice cream. 
 
Extra supplies that were needed were: 

• Containers for the pies: 100 large 
containers from Amazon. I recom-
mend we buy at least 150 contain-
ers in advance. 

• Other needed supplies are: 100 
spoons, 100 forks, napkins, bowls, 
Styrofoam cups, cream and sugar 
for coffee, and 2 10# bags of ice 
each if we have a freezer to use. If 
no freezer is available for use, I 
recommend 4-20# bags of ice. 

 
We sold a lot of the pies. We brought 
home at least 65 pieces due to the 

abundance of pies we received. We 
used all the ice cream. So, I suggest for 
next year we have 17 pies, 3 gallons of 
ice cream, and 2 cases of water (24 
count cartons), and make 10 cups of 
coffee. 
 
We did a freewill/donation offering and 
received $372.00 compared to $332.80 
last year. I suggest we use this money 
to help with Debbie Ray’s funeral ex-
penses with the remainder to be put in 
kitchen supplies and expenses (to be 
used for containers from Amazon). 
 
Blessings, 
Jeannie Johnson 
 

Christian Symbol 

SUNFLOWER — The 
sunflower, a symbol 
of faithfulness and de-
votion, represents a 
life turned toward 

God. Just as the flower 
follows the sun, believers 

are called to seek the light of Christ and 
remain focused on Him. 

Its bright bloom reflects the joy and glory 
of God’s presence, while its steady 
growth points to a life rooted in faith. 
The many seeds of the sunflower can 
also symbolize spiritual fruitfulness. 

In Christian symbolism, the sunflower 
reminds us to remain steadfast, to seek 
God daily and to reflect His light in all 
we do. 

(From: The Newsletter, Newsletter, August 2026)
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Municipal Pool Party – July 26, 2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Pool Party 7-26-26:  Cyndi Roberts, Jeannie Johnson, & Dee Monen 

Enjoying a snack – Pool Party 
2026 Mark Peebler, Jess & Isaac Peebler,  Addyson Peebler-McPart-

land, Emma Peebler, Baby Peebler (back of head) – Pool Party @ 
McHose Park 2026 
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Around 70 persons gathered to enjoy the 
late evening pool party this year, to fel-
lowship, and eat goodies. Pastor Janell 
took the pictures presented here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Josh Miller & Friend 

Cody Miller enjoying the pool. 

Jake Wirtz & his daughter 


