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June 2026
Updates from the
Pastor’s Desk

Journey along!

We have 2 Bible studies
that meet throughout the
week. Both on Wednes-
day, one at 9:30am and
one at 6:00pm. | know
that there are so many

3@ AMERICAN BAPTIST CHURCHES USA
% i c“""f Serving as the hands and feet of Christ

scheduling challenges that make it diffi-
cult to attend, but | encourage you to keep
studying as you are able and talk about
your learnings with others.

Currently, our morning study is in 2 Chroni-
cles, and our evening study just began the
book of Phillipians. Below are a couple of
resources available on RightNow Media
service that is free to use. You can type the
web address below into your Internet
Browser and follow the instructions to sign
up for your free account. Once that is done,
you can search the following titles, or you
can browse through the thousands of other
resources to continue to nurture your un-
derstanding of God and God’s revelation
through Scripture:

https://app.rightnowmedia.org/join/first-

baptistchurchboone
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“How to Read Chronicles” by Tim
Mackie

The Bible can be hard to interpret. It's
lengthy, packed full of characters, some-
times difficult to tie into daily life. First and
Second Chronicles is a story in search of
an ending. It is a look at the history of Is-
rael, using reshaped stories about the
past to provide hope for the future. In
this post, The Bible Project breaks down
the book into digestible pieces so we
can understand and apply its truths.

“The Book of Philippians” by Jo Sax-
ton

The life Jesus invites us into when we
follow him is one of sacrifice. But does
sacrificial living mean the Christian life
should be riddled with sorrow? Paul an-
swers that question in his letter to the
Philippians with a resounding no. Paul,
and the Philippians with him, lived joy-
fully during persecution, prison, and
poverty. In this eight-session series, Jo
Saxton takes us through Philippians to
encourage us to follow Jesus no matter
what life throws at us. Through Paul's
words and example, learn how joy and
sacrifice can go hand-in-hand.

This one is just for fun. It's hard to listen
to Bob Goff and not smile.

“Love in Chaos” by Bob Goff

Good News for a Divided Culture

We don’t have to look far to see division
in our world. And in many ways, we are
confused, angry, and disillusioned by all
the chaos we’re experiencing. How

should Christians respond to the chaos?
What does it look like to live faithfully in
these strange and challenging times?
Join bestselling author Bob Goff in this
six-session series as he helps us an-
swer these questions. Learn what it
looks like to follow Jesus and obey his
commands even in a time of chaos.

Upcoming Travels

June 14-18 Anna Peebler, Emma Pee-
bler, Morgan Cox and Dillon Varner will
be attending the Mountain and Prairie
Youth Conference at the YMCA of the
Rockies Snow Mountain Ranch in Colo-
rado. This is a bi-annual event for
American Baptist high school students
from the mid-west to join together for
worship, learning, friendships and en-
couragement. Pastor Janell will be tak-
ing the students along with Dawn Doerr-
Johnson. Dawn is a member at FBC
Ames and very active in ABW.

Please pray for safe travels and a
meaningful experience for everyone
who attends.

June 19-July 2 Pastor Janell will be on
vacation.

Sundays, June 24, 21 and 28, we wel-
come Rev. Bryan Latchaw to the pul-
pit. Rev. Latchaw has served in Chris-
tian ministry for over 4 decades. He has
served as solo pastor, associate pastor
and lead pastor of churches large and
small. He has most recently completed



his service as Chaplain at Westhaven
Community here in Boone and is now
pursuing ministry opportunities in church
consulting, interim ministry and mentor-

ing.
2 Upcoming Mission Opportunities

Contact Pastor Janell for more infor-
mation and registration.

Rainbow Acres Mission Trip

5

February 6, 2027

January 31

Mission Trip

This September we once
again are ptanning to go back
to Deborah's House in
Tijuana

Ray Schelinger has agreed lo
ba our host missionary.
Several members have
already agreed lo participate
in this mission, yet we are
looking for & few more who
wouid like to expenence the
mission field first hand

The dates are Thursday,
Saptember 24 through
Wednesday, September 30,

Please contact Dale Stevens
for more information.

T-Shirts

T-shirts have arrived and are being dis-
tributed to those who placed orders. We
did order some extras so if you'd like to
purchase one, check with the office or
Pastor Janell.

One Great Hour of Sharing: OUR
LOVE OFFERING TO THE WORLD

Each year, as our donations join with
those of other American Baptist congre-
gations across the United States and
Puerto Rico, One Great Hour of Sharing
becomes OUR L OVE OFFERING TO
THE WORLD!

You’re most likely familiar with love of-
ferings, like when our congregation re-
ceives an offering to show appreciation
for a guest musical group, or special
speaker; to support a specific occasion,
like an anniversary or commemoration;
or, to support a particular church or
community program, or project.

And each year as we receive OGHS,
we are indeed taking up a L OVE OF-
FERING—one that is shared around the



world! OGHS has been an offering of
love to the world for over 77 years. Each
year we are invited to join other congre-
gations from other denominations to
give for the sake of sisters and brothers
around the globe.

Our collective giving to OGHS shows up
around the world in tangible acts of love,
compassion, and care: * comfort and
hands to help rebuild after natural disas-
ters; « shelter, nourishment, and safety
in places where war rages and poverty
prevails; « tools and expertise to estab-
lish sustainable agriculture, clean water,
and livelihoods; and « advocacy for the
dignity of those who are marginalized
and most vulnerable. Simply put, OGHS
shows up when immediate and long-
term help is needed. We may never per-
sonally witness the results of our help—
but that’s what a love offering is: giving
from the heart, believing that our gifts
make a difference, trusting that our gifts
bear hope and light and love in the lives
of those to whom we are connected. We
give generously for the sake of others.
We give cheerfully because we care.
We give enthusiastically because we
love. We give to OGHS— OUR L OVE
OFFERING TO THE WORLD!

We will be receiving our OGHS Offering
during the month of June. Join in the
joy of loving and blessing others.

Prayers for . .. Our Military

;__'k Q‘-}F‘ 5 EH‘F;C$

Bible Quiz

King David wanted to build a glorious
temple for worshiping God and for hous-
ing the ark of the covenant. God, how-
ever, did not permit him to build it. In-
stead, God chose Solomon, David’s
son, to head up the building program.
Why wasn’t David allowed the honor of
building the temple?

A. David was getting too old to super-
vise such an undertaking.

B. David had been a warrior and had
shed blood.

C. David had stopped taking God seri-
ously.

D. David’s attention was required else-
where.

Answer: Answer: B (1 Chronicles 28:3)

(From: The Newsletter, Newsletter, June
2026)
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15
17

20
21
22
26
30

BIRTHDAYS

Jim McCool

Grace Squibb

Lois Rodwell

Lois Davis

Darrell lles

Amy Herrick

Judy Richardson
Brooklyn Ann Marie Mitch-
ell-Gustin

Courtney Squibb

Adam Squibb

Jeannie Johnson
McKenna lles

Dave Roberts
Catherine Pollard
Danielle Mitchell-Gustin
Colleen Anderson
Abby Vale

Quote: Freedom fails
when people decide that it
Is their right to take and
not to give.

—Stanley Maxwell

Nathan & Jenny Peebler
8 Eric & Julie Hammer
James & Amy Shafer
11 Dave & Judy Richardson
14 Jim & Linda Currier
24 Starr & Lori Westberg
28 James (Jim) & Ann Hartman

Reflecting the Father’s
Name

Renowned actor Sidney Poitier once
said, “| decided in my life that | would do
nothing that did not reflect positively on
my father’s life.” For those blessed with
a father they admire and respect, such a
decision can be deeply shaping. How
might it influence the way you set priori-
ties, live with integrity, or serve as a
positive example to the young people
watching your life?

For all of us — children of the only per-
fect Father — may this be our prayer
and intention:

God, while earthly fathers are a blend of
strengths and flaws, you give yourself to
us as our heavenly Father, wholly



loving, kind and deeply invested in our
good. Help me seek to reflect positively
on you. May my life spread your love,
kindness and care far and wide, and
may others see you in me. Amen.

(From: The Newsletter, Newsletter, June
2026)

Special Dates for June 2026

Flag Day, June 14, 2026
Juneteenth, June 19, 2026

Father's Day, June 21, 2026

First Day of Summer, June 21, 2026

Our Church is to Be Sold

Our church is to be sold! That statement
may sound alarming at first, but rest as-
sured, we are not facing foreclosure or
financial trouble. Instead, our church
has been planted with a purpose that
reaches far beyond its walls and mem-
bership. It exists to serve the wider com-
munity and to share the hope of Christ
with those who may not yet know him.

That calling presents us with an exciting
challenge.

Our church must be “sold” to the un-
churched. There are many people in our
community who would gladly worship,
serve and grow alongside us if they
simply knew what our church offers. Of-
ten, the greatest barrier is not re-
sistance, but lack of invitation.

Each of us represents our church every
day through our words, attitudes and ac-
tions. How much do we value its minis-
try? How much do we treasure the mes-
sage of Christ it proclaims? If our church
has encouraged us, supported us and
helped shape our faith, that story is
worth sharing.

Being enthusiastic does not require pol-
ished speeches or sales tactics. It
simply means speaking honestly about
what our church means to us and invit-
ing others to experience it for them-
selves. When we take our church seri-
ously and talk openly about its mission,
we help open doors for others to dis-
cover faith, community and hope they
did not know they were missing.

(From: The Newsletter, Newsletter, June
2026)

A Few Announcements.

Ice Cream or Other Containers: Phyl-
lis Kendall requests for 5-quart plastic
containers with lids to use in the kitchen
of our church and for First United Meth-
odist Church for extra food for




Thanksgiving and Christmas Dinners for
food storage. The 1/2-gallon containers
with lids are also needed. Please put the
containers in the kitchen and Phyllis will

take care of them.

Thank you for donating!

IMPACT Needs: It has been brought to
our attention that IMPACT needs dona-
tions of cereals and soups. Thank you
for your help.

Conference for Women, September
25 (evening) and Saturday morning,
September 26: Best-selling author Beth
Moore of Living Proof will be at Lutheran
Church of Hope, Des Moines, lowa the
evening of September 25 (7:00 p.m.)
and Saturday morning, September 26
through noon. This two-day conference
journeys “through the pages of Scripture
with award-winning author and speaker
and author Beth Moore and Dove-Award
winning artist Travis Cottrell.” Women of
“all ages, regions, and walks of life at-
tend for the sole purpose of seeking af-
ter Jesus and loving each other well.”

If you have questions, please talk with
Pastor Janell or Betty Babberl for costs
to attend and transportation.

God’s Food Pantry: Roy Sledge invites
you to join in donating eggs to God’s
Food Pantry.

One way to support God’s Food Pantry
(the building next to the 1%t Presbyterian
Church and part of Jacquie Frick’s Feed-
ing the 5,000 ministry) is to donate fresh
eggs. You can either purchase and do-
nate cartons of eggs, or you can snag

some of the empty cartons on the table
near the elevator and fill them with eggs
from larger flats. Either way, write the
date and time of the donation and place
itin God’s Food Pantry early in the morn-
ing. It has been observed that people fre-
quent this ministry in the morning and re-
trieve the fresh eggs with the USDA non-
refrigeration recommendation not ex-
ceeding 2 hours.

2026 Church Directory: The 2026
Church Directory is ready to be picked up
so if you want to have an updated one,
please pick it up from the table across
from the elevator doors of our church. Let
the office know if any changes need
made; if you have other information on
persons needing to be put in the direc-
tory, please call the office.

Honoring Our Graduates

Norah and Mason Baber were two of the
graduating students from Boone'’s
schools and lowa’s universities this
year. Norah graduated from Boone High
School and DMACC. Mason graduated



from lowa State University. They were
honored with a reception in fellowship
hall on May 17.

Quotes to Ponder (and Pass
Along)

“Don’t judge each day by the har-
vest you reap but by the seeds that
you plant.”

—Robert Louis Stevenson

“A God wise enough to create me
and the world | live in is wise
enough to watch out for me.”
—Philip Yancey

“When a father gives to his son,
both laugh; when a son gives to his
father, both cry.”

—William Shakespeare

"A good character is the best tomb-
stone. Those who loved you and
were helped by you will remember
you when the forget-me-nots are
withered. Carve your name on
hearts, and not on marble."
—Charles H. Spurgeon

"[Christ] wants a child’s heart, but a
grown-up’s head. He wants us to

be simple, single-minded, affection-
ate and teachable, as good chil-
dren are; but he also wants every
bit of intelligence we have to be
alert at its job, and in first-class
fighting trim."

—C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity

(From: The Newsletter, Newsletter,
June 2026)

American Home Baptist Home
Mission Societies Letter

Dr. Jeffrey Haggray, Executive Director,
sent a letter of thanks to our church from
a donation given to the Home Mission
Society in March of 2026 saying, in part,
“On behalf of American Baptist Home
mission Societies (ABHMS), thank you
for your generous gift of $420.00 in
March 2026 in support of the American
for Christ Offering 2026. Your financial
support to ABHMS is making a transfor-
mational difference across the United
States of Puerto Rico. . ..

We are grateful for your continued part-
nership and financial gifts. If you would
like more information regarding your gift
or want to learn more about ABHMS,
please contact our Chief Development
Officer, Vincent W. Dent, Sr.

Sincerely yours,

Dr. Jeffrey Haggre
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